
 

 

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as 

Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built 

up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were 

taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 

Colossians 2:6-7 (NIV) 
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WHAT IS GRACE POINT UNIVERSITY? 

Spiritual maturity involves being transformed at several levels:  

  

Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God 

transform you into a new person by changing the way you think . 

Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and 

pleasing and perfect. - Romans 12:2 (NLT) 

  

In this passage from Romans, Paul challenges the Christians in 

Rome to change the way they think.  Our culture trains us from 

birth to understand, accept and adopt a view of the world 

that is contrary to the one presented in the Bible.  This 

involves everything from how we view God, His creation, 

ourselves, our spouse, our family & friends, authority, right 

& wrong, etc.   

  

The first element in the race toward spiritual maturity is 

a solid and expanding knowledge of God and His 

Word.  This knowledge and perspective leads to a 

transformed mind, helping us to better understand our 

faith.  Without a Christian worldview, we will find 

ourselves being confused, frustrated and 

discouraged.  Life simply wonõt make sense, our expectations of God, ourselves and 

others will be skewed, and we will make decisions that are contrary to Godõs will.  

  

How do we transform our worldview?  By getting educated!  An hour on Sunday 

morning will do little to counter a week full of the rest of the world.  We must all 

continually seek to learn more about God and His Word.   

 

Simply puté 

 

  

Grace Point University exists to help educate our church 

family…to better understand our faith.   
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

When are the classes offered?   

 

GPU classes are regularly offered on Sunday 

mornings during first and/or second services.  Some 

are also offered on Sunday evenings during EPIC, 

Wednesday evenings during AWANA and for Life 

Groups. 

  

Are these classes for adults or students?   

 

Yes!  These classes are appropriate for adults and students alike.  We 

encourage families to sign-up and take the classes together, so that they can 

learn alongside one-another. 

  

How do I figure out what class to take? 

 

There are four concentrations of classes, which are explained on under Class 

Concentrations Explained. 

 

How do I sign-up for a class?   

 

Check out the currently available classes and sign-up on-line on our website at 

www.gracepoint.cc/GPU. 

  

Who teaches the classes? 

 

The GPU teaching team consists of Grace Point members with a passion to 

teach and be taught.  Currently, that team consists of Mike Blankenship, Bart 

Fenton, Tom Houser, Larry Klabunde, Dave Minniear, Doug Riedel, Si Shaffer, 

Tom Settipani, Ryan Smith, and Mark Whitman.  We are always looking for new 

team members, so please let us know if you are interested in joining the team!  

 

I volunteer in a ministry on Sunday mornings.  Can I still take a class?   

 

Yes!  The worship and childrenõs ministries are encouraging their volunteers to 

take classes.  All they ask is that you let them know ahead of time if you will be 

unable to serve at your regularly scheduled time. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gracepoint.cc/GPU
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 I’m already in a Life Group.  Why would I take one of these classes?   

 

GPU serves to complement Life Groups.  These classes are designed to provide 

foundational levels of knowledge and perspective that will allow a richer 

experience with God in Life Groups and D-Groups. 

  

Can I take a class and still participate in the Sunday morning Worship service?   

 

Absolutely!  Since we have both 9:30 and 11:00 services, you can attend one 

service and take a class during the other service. 
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CLASS CONCENTRATIONS EXPLAINED 

Grace Point University classes are grouped into four different concentrations to help 

you determine which classes might be right for you.  

 

Grand-Slam Saturday ð Basic Member Classes 

 

Offered twice per year (and on request), our Grand Slam Saturday classes 

provide the basic building blocks of church membership, as well as Christian 

maturity, service and evangelism. 

 

 

Rooted in Your Faith 

 

The Rooted in Your Faith classes are designed for people who need rooted in 

the essentials of their faith.  These essentials include a good understanding of 

the Christian Life, the Bible, Christian beliefs and prayer.  

 

 

Deeper Roots 

 

The Deeper Roots classes offer topics for those ready to explore a deeper 

understanding of their faith.  Topics include prayer, worship, defending your 

faith, spiritual disciplines and studies through books of the Bible. 

 

 

Practical Christian Living 

 

Designed for Christians at any level, the Practical Christian Living classes offer 

information on how to live out the Christian faith in areas such as marriage, 

parenting and finances. 
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GRAND SLAM SATURDAY - BASIC MEMBER CLASSES 

Class 101ð Discovering Church Membership 

This class focuses on the four things that unite us: our salvation, our statements, our 

strategy, and our structure.  It is the pathway to membership at Grace Point. 

  

¶ Schedule: 3 hour class 

¶ Homework: None 

¶ Cost: Free 

 

Class 201ð Discovering Spiritual Maturity 

Discover the four basic habits every Christian needs to develop in order to grow to 

spiritual maturity.  This class will equip you with the tools you need to begin and 

continue in these habits. 

  

¶ Schedule: 3 hour class 

¶ Homework: None 

¶ Cost: Free 

  

Class 301ð Discovering My Ministry 

Understand how your spiritual gifts, heart, abilities, personality and experiences 

uniquely SHAPE you to serve God in His church. 

  

¶ Schedule: 3 hour class 

¶ Homework: None 

¶ Cost: Free 

 

Class 401 - Discovering How to Share My Faith 

Learn how to deliver the Good News of Jesus Christ to the rest of the world.  This class 

will provide you with the tools necessary to begin sharing your faith with the people 

God puts in your path.  

  

¶ Schedule: 3 hour class 

¶ Homework: None 

¶ Cost: Free 
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ROOTED IN YOUR FAITH 

Rooted in the Christian Faith 

What are the basics I need to know to provide a good foundation for my faith?  

  

Discover or renew your understanding of the basics of the 

Christian faith.  Topics include: 

 

1. Salvation & Eternal Security 

2. Baptism 

3. The Power of Godõs Word 

4. Spiritual Gifts 

5. Communion 

6. More, more, more! 

 

¶ Schedule: 4 weeks, 1 hour class 

¶ Homework: None 

¶ Cost: Free 

¶ Prerequisites: None 

¶ Next Step: Grand Slam Saturday classes. 

Any of the Rooted iné classes. 
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Rooted in Prayer 

What is prayer and how can I do it effectively? 

  

Discover a better understanding of the purpose of prayer and how to make it part of 

your everyday life.  

  

¶ Schedule: 1 hour class 

¶ Homework: None 

¶ Cost: Free 

¶ Prerequisites: None 

¶ Next Step: The Essentials of Effective Prayer 

  

  

  

  

Rooted in Life Groups 

What is a Life Group and why would I join one? 

  

Learn more about Grace Pointõs Life Groups that we talk so much about.  What are 

they?  Why should you join one?  How do you find one?  

  

¶ Schedule: 1 hour class 

¶ Homework: None 

¶ Cost: Free 

¶ Prerequisites: None 

¶ Next Step: Visit one or more Life Groups 
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Rooted in the Old Testament 

How does the Old Testament tell God’s story? 

  

Canõt see the forest for the trees?  This class will 

help you gain a richer understanding of Godõs 

unfolding plan for His creation as told in the Old 

Testament.  How is the OT structured?  What were 

the major events and who were the key people?  

What themes run throughout the books of the 

OT?  How is the OT important for understanding 

the New Testament? 

 

¶ Schedule: 4 weeks, 1 hour class 

¶ Homework: 1 hour per week 

¶ Cost: $15.00 (resource is shared with New 

Testament and Christian Beliefs classes) 

¶ Prerequisites: None 

¶ Next Step: Rooted in the New Testament 

 

 

 

  

Rooted in the New Testament 

How does the New Testament complete God’s story? 

  

Trees still getting in the way?  Learn how the New Testament continues the story 

started in the Old Testament.  How is the NT structured?  What were the major events 

and who were the key people?  How does it fit together with and complete the OT?  

  

¶ Schedule: 3 weeks, 1 hour class 

¶ Homework: 1 hour per week 

¶ Cost: $15.00 (resource is shared with New 

Testament and Christian Beliefs classes) 

¶ Prerequisites: Rooted in the Old Testament 

¶ Next Step: Rooted in the Christian Beliefs 
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Rooted in Christian Beliefs 

What do Christians believe and why does it matter? 

  

We cannot live out what we do not understand.  A 

deeper understanding of important Christian beliefs is 

critical to living out a maturing Christian life.  This class 

will teach you more about the Bible, God, Christ, the 

Holy Spirit, Angels, Man, Sin, Salvation, the Church, 

and Future Things. 

  

¶ Schedule: 5 weeks, 1 hour class 

¶ Homework: 1 hour per week 

¶ Cost: $15.00 (resource is shared with 

New Testament and Christian 

Beliefs classes) 

¶ Prerequisites: Rooted in the Old/New 

Testament 

¶ Next Step: Rooted in Bible Study 

 

 

 

 

  

Rooted in Bible Study 

How do I study the Bible for myself?  

  

Are you amazed at the insights the Pastor pulls 

out of the Bible each Sunday morning?  Would 

like to learn how to do that for yourself?  Not 

sure where to start or what to do?  This class will 

help you let the Bible transform you from the 

inside out using several different study methods. 

  

¶ Schedule: 4 weeks, 1 hour class 

¶ Homework: Optional 

¶ Cost: $15.00 

¶ Prerequisites: None  

¶ Next Step:  
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DEEPER ROOTS 

A Life of Effective Prayer 

How can I live a life of frequent and effective prayer?   

  

How effective do your prayers seem to be? Do you 

question if your prayer life is all it could be? Do you worry 

that you donõt deeply understand what prayer really is? 

This study examines what Scripture teaches about prayer 

and how to apply those truths to your life. 

  

¶ Schedule: 6 weeks, 1 hour class 

¶ Homework: None 

¶ Cost: $8.00 

¶ Prerequisites: Rooted in Prayer 

¶ Next Step:  

  

 

 

 

 

God Questions 

Is faith and reason incompatible?  Does believing in Christ mean refusing to ask hard 

questions? 

  

Whether you are already a Christian or are still 

considering the claims of Christ, this class will help 

answer some of the most difficult questions of the 

Christian faith.  Why is there so much pain and 

suffering in our world? What should we do with our 

nagging doubts? Is Jesus the only way to God? 

  

We will answer these questions, and open up 

discussion for any others questions you want to ask! 

  

¶ Schedule: 6 weeks, 1 hour class 

¶ Homework: Optional 

¶ Cost: $10.00 

¶ Prerequisites: None 

¶ Next Step:  
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Spiritual Disciplines: Ancient Practices for Modern Living 

What exactly are “spiritual disciplines” and how can they help me live my Christian 

life today? 

 

Fasting.  Solitude.  Contemplative Prayer.  

Sabbath-keeping.  Simplicity.  Have you heard 

about these practices and wanted to try them?  

Have you wandered from one to the next not 

sure what to do?  Are you overwhelmed by all 

the to-dos of your spiritual life?  This class will 

help show how desire and discipline work 

together to lead us to the transformation weõre 

longing for ð the transformation only Christ can 

bring. 

 

We will cover and practice several classic spiritual disciplines in this 4 week class, and 

leave you with a resource to practice several more. 

 

¶ Schedule: 4 weeks, 1 hour class 

¶ Homework: None 

¶ Cost: $15.00 

¶ Prerequisites: Class 201ð Discovering Spiritual Maturity 

¶ Next Step:  

 

Living a Life of True Worship 

Am I worshipping God in spirit and in truth? 

 

We all spend our days worshipping something or someone.  

What does your life ð your words, your behavior, your 

priorities ð point to as the object of your worship?  If your 

desire is to worship a holy God, you need to know how to 

approach Him with the right attitude and goals.   

 

This study examines what the Bible says about how, when, 

and where we are to worship God in spirit and in truth. 

 
¶ Schedule: 6 weeks, 1 hour class 

¶ Homework: None 

¶ Cost: $7.00 

¶ Prerequisites: None 

¶ Next Step:  
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The Book of Revelation 

How in the world can I better understand the end times?  

  

Do today's headlines confuse you? Do the number of things that seem to be going 

on in the world scare you?  Do you want to know what God has to say about the Last 

Days? Come found out what God has to say about the events of the end times. This 

study of the Book of Revelation will be a chapter by chapter study to help increase 

your understanding of this complex and often misunderstood book of the Bible.  

  

¶ Schedule: 8 weeks, 2 hour class 

¶ Homework: None 

¶ Cost: Free 

¶ Prerequisites: None 

¶ Next Step:  
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PRACTICAL CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Christian Marriage 

How can I have a strong, God-centered, lifelong marriage?   

  

Topics include:   

  

1. He Said/She Said - appreciating the God-

designed differences between men and women. 

2. He First Loved Us - Godõs love for you and how it 

enables you to love others. 

3. Love for a Lifetime - marriage as a life-long 

covenant. 

4. Breaking Free - freeing yourself from temptations 

that can destroy a marriage. 

5. Forgiveness - offering and receiving forgiveness. 

6. A Better Way of Loving - unconditional love. 

  

 

¶ Schedule: 6 weeks, 1 hour class 

¶ Homework: 30 to 45 minutes per week as a couple 

¶ Cost: $10.00 

¶ Prerequisites: None 

¶ Next Step:  

 

 

 

Christian Finances 

How can I effectively manage my money in a way that is pleasing to God?  

  

Do you trust that true financial freedom is possible? 

The application of biblical financial principles can 

help you better manage your money as you draw 

closer to Christ!  

 

¶ Schedule: 11 weeks, 2 hour class 

¶ Homework: 3-5 hours per week 

¶ Cost: $45.00 for singles, $55 for 

couples 

¶ Prerequisites: None 

¶ Next Step:  
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Christian Parenting ð Bringing Out the Best in Your Kids (1 to 12 years old) 

How do I build a foundation in my kids that will prepare them to be adults? 

  

Anybody who believes raising kids is easy probably doesn't 

have any.  This class provides practical, Scripture-based 

principles for raising, training and disciplining kids that really 

works.  òThere are certain realities by which children are 

going to have to live their adult lives,ó said Dr. Leman. òThe 

sooner we, as parents, start teaching what I refer to as the 

rules of the game the better.ó 

  

Six lessons include: 

  

1. Be courageous: Developing the courage to do what Is 

BEST for your kids! 

2. Why kids misbehave: Understanding kids and why they 

do what they do. 

3. The parent or teacher: Maintaining authority without being an authoritarian! 

4. Nine ways to be your teenager’s best friend: How to gain your teenager's love 

and respect and keep it forever! 

5. ABC’s of self-image: Helping kids feel good about themselves for all the right 

reasons! 

6. When to let the little buzzards stumble: Turning everyday hassles into everyday 

successes! 

  

¶ Schedule: 6 weeks, 1 hour class 

¶ Homework: None 

¶ Cost: $10.00 

¶ Prerequisites: None 

¶ Next Step:  
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WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING 

 I found out I 

can actually 

memorize 

Scripture! 
This class gave 

me a new 

perspective 

on how to 

think 

differently. 

The people in the 
group had the time 
and opportunity to 

open their hearts and 
minds to one 

another. 

I grew so much as a result!  

The material was easy 
to read and follow.  
Weekly summaries 
helped to reinforce 

the reading.  

This class 

helped me 
understand the 

culture and 
history of the 

Bible  as well as 
Godôs ongoing 

plan for His 
people.  Thanks!  

This class is good for people 
who are ready to start 

learning what the Bible is all 
about.  It is also a good 

refresher course for someone 
who hasnõt spent a lot of time 

in the Old Testament.  It 
filled in a lot of gaps for me!  

I learned as much from 
my classmates as I did 
from the materials and 
the instructors.  What a 

great class!  


